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SUBJECT: COFFEE: CANDIDATES FOR ICO OFFICERS 

1. SUMMARY-INTRODUCTION: IN ITS NEXT SESSION, SEPTEM- 
BER 18-19, THE INTERNATIONAL COFFEE COUNCIL (ICC) WILL 
ELECT CHAIRMEN FOR THE COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE BOARDS OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COFFEE ORGANIZATION (ICO), FOR THE 
COFFEE YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 1975. THIS YEAR, UNDER 
USUAL PRACTICE THE ICC CHAIRMAN WILL BE SELECTED BY THE 
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PRODUCER GROUP WHILE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD WILL FALL 
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TO THE CONSUMERS. MANUEL ESCALANTE OF COSTA RICA SEEMS 
TO BE THE FRONT RUNNER FOR THE FORMER. BUT CONSUMERS SEEM 
TO HAVE GIVEN LITTLE THOUGHT TO THEIR CANDIDATE. POSSI 
BILITIES SEEM TO NARROW DOWN TO DE BLOEME (NETHERLANDS), 
RORIG (FRG), GALLOT (FRANCE). AND DAFGARD (SWEDEN), WITH 
CONSIDERABLE DOUBT THAT THE LATTER TWO WILL BE AVAILABLE. 
DEPARTMENT S COMMENTS ON THESE OR OTHER POSSIBILITIES 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. END SUMMARY. 

2. COUNCIL-UP TO PRODUCERS. THE CONTEST FOR THE ICC 

IS BETWEEN MANUEL ESCALANTE OF COSTA RICA (WHOSE CANDI- 
DACY IS BEING ACTIVELY PROMOTED BY THE GUATEMALAN REPRE- 
SENTATIVE RENE MONTES) AND FAUSTO CANTU PENA OF MEXICO, 
WHO APPARENTLY HAS APPROACHED A NUMBER OF PRODUCERS. AT 
THIS POINT, ESCALANTE SEEMS TO BE THE FRONT RUNNER, 

LARGELY BECAUSE OF THE UNPOPULARITY OF CANTU. CANTU LAST 
YEAR, AS PRODUCER SPOKESMAN, SUCCEEDED IN ALIENATING BOTH 
PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS, EARNING THE REPUTATION OF BEING 
MORE ATTUNED TO DOMESTIC, MEXICAN POLITICS THAN TO INTER- 
NATIONAL COFFEE MATTERS. AMONG THE OTHER MILDS GROUP, 
REPORTEDLY, ONLY EL SALVADOR BACKS CANTU. BRAZIL IS 
COOL TO CANTU AND POSSIBLY WILLING TO GIVE ACTIVE SUPPORT 
TO ESCALANTE. THROUGH TRADITION, THE POST THIS YEAR IS 
UP TO THE LATINS TO FILL, SO THE AFRICANS CAN BE EXPECTED 
TO PLAY A PASSIVE ROLE. BRAZIL AND THE U.S., OF COURSE, 

NEVER STAND FOR OFFICE BECAUSE OF THEIR PREPONDERANCE OF 
POWER WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION. 

3. ESCALANTE WOULD SEEM TO BE AN EXCELLENT CHOICE. HE 
IS EXPERIENCED IN COFFEE MATTERS, TENDS TOWARD INDEPEN- 
DENCE OF THOUGHT AND IS GENERALLY HELD IN AFFECTION 
(CALLED ’'MANUELITO" BOTH AS A COMMENTARY ON HIS SIZE AND 
A TERM OF ENDEARMENT). HOWEVER, THE POLITICS OF THE 
MATTER ARE NOT SO SIMPLE. JEALOUSIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA 
ARE EASILY AROUSED, AND MORE IMPORTANT, DELEGATIONS HAVE 
TO KEEP "HORSE TRADING" CONSIDERATIONS, INVOLVING OTHER 
ELECTIONS, IN MIND AS WELL (E.G., GUATEMALA RECENTLY 
TRADED ITS VOTE FOR ECUADOR IN THE INTERNATIONAL COCOA 
ORGANIZATION'S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IN EXCHANGE FOR 
ECUADOR'S SUPPORT FOR GUATEMALA'S ELECTION TO THE ICO 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD, WHERE 75 VOTES ARE NEEDED FOR ELECTION). 
MOREOVER, MEXICO MIGHT ATTEMPT TO OVERRIDE OBJECTIONS TO 
CANTU AT THE ICO LEVEL BY DIRECT APPEAL TO MINISTRIES ON 
OTHER POLITICAL GROUNDS. 

4. EXECUTIVE BOARD-CONSUMERS CHOICE. THE CONSUMERS 
CUSTOMARILY ASSIGN LESS IMPORTANCE TO ELECTIVE POST THAN 
PRODUCERS AND OFTEN DO NOT EVEN FOCUS ON THE QUESTION UN- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

TIL THE LAST MINUTE. THIS SEEMS TO BE THE CASE AGAIN 
THIS YEAR. FOR ONE REASON OR ANOTHER ALL POSSIBILITIES 
SEEM TO BE RULED OUT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A. DE BLOEME 
(NETHERLANDS), H. RORIG (FRG), PIERRE GALLOT (FRANCE) AND 
LENNART DAFGARD (SWEDEN). TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, NONE OF 
THESE HAS YET BEEN APPROACHED, AND THERE IS CONSIDERABLE 
DOUBT THAT GALLOT OR DAFGARD WOULD BE WILLING TO ACCEPT. 

DAFGARD, A NEWCOMER TO ICO AFFAIRS, WAS QUITE IMPRESSIVE 
IN THE LAST ICC SESSION. HOWEVER, HE IS PRESENTLY STA- 
TIONED IN BONN AS COUNSELOR OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS OF THE 
SWEDISH EMBASSY, SO MIGHT NOT BE AVAILABLE. GALLOT, WE 
UNDERSTAND, HAS ALWAYS RESISTED ELECTION TO THE POST. 

RICHARDSON 
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